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Established in 2004 by the Association Armenienne d’Aide Sociale, the Armenian Fund for
Sustainable Development has focused its activities on promoting and protecting the
rights of migrants, people with disabilities and other vulnerable segments of society. The
AF4SD is actively involved in La Francophonie and the protection of the environment. The
main objectives of the AF4SD are:
-Contribute to the realization of social, cultural, educational and scientific initiatives,
-Elaborate, support and implement projects aimed at the contribution of the sustainable
development in Armenia,
-Provide and foster cooperation in various fields with relevant stakeholders.
Since its creation the AF4SD has implemented more than 300 development projects with
international, European and local partners: European Union, World Bank, UN agencies,
OFII (Office Français de l’Immigration et de l’Intégration), BAMF (German Federal Office
for Migration and Refugees), Veolia Foundation, Fondation des amis de l’atelier, British
Embassy, Czech Embassy, Polish Embassy, German Embassy and others. Its projects are in
line with the priorities of European and international institutions, development agencies
and the Armenian authorities.
This report presents the projects and activities carried out by the Foundation during the
year 2018.
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MIGRATION
Return to Sources

Since 2005 the Armenian Fund for Sustainable Development (AF4SD) together with
the French Office of Migration and Integration (OFII) and Association Arménienne
D’Aide Sociale (AAAS) has been implementing the project “Return to Sources” funded
by the EU aiming to support to people who are in irregular situation and want to
return to Armenia voluntarily.
Within the framework of this project a Reception and Orientation Centre opened in
Paris the mission of which is to provide detailed information to all those who are
interested on the economic and socio-political situation of Armenia and organize
their return.
The Centre offers an initial elaboration of business which is already developed in
Armenia by the contribution of the Armenian Fund for Sustainable Development.
The AF4SD ensures social assistance, works out the feasibility study of the project and
finally supports the implementation of the business.
Currently the beneficiaries of the voluntary return project have the opportunity to
benefit from 3 different projects proposed by the OFII: reintegration through social
assistance, reintegration through work and reintegration through an enterprise creation.
Now (as of 31.12.2018) 1995 people have returned to Armenia with the assistance of
voluntary return program.
Key figures
• 271 returns
• 26 created economic projects
• 12 social accompanyings
• 4 vocational trainings

MIGRATION
Signature of a
memorandum with
the Migration
Service of RA

On February 22, 2018 a memorandum was signed between the AF4SD and the RA
Migration Service.
The signing of this memorandum is intended to help strengthen cooperation
between the two parties and to ensure the continuity of the "Single Window" service.
As part of the cooperation between the two structures, the AF4SD hired a migration
specialist who is responsible for welcoming Armenian nationals returning to Armenia
providing them with the information on existing aid.
This specialist directs migrants returning to Armenia to the appropriate structures.
She is also responsible for organizing the quarterly forum on return and reintegration
issues.

MIGRATION
Scientific article

In November 2017, the AF4SD launched a contest for the best scientific article on "The
economic and social integration of Syrian refugees of Armenian origin in Armenia".
In February 22, 2018 Mr. Alain TOUHADIAN, the President of the Board of Trustees of
the AF4SD awarded the prize of 100,000 AMD to the winner of the contest.
The winner of the contest, Ms Nare Smbatyan is a student at UFAR.
At the award ceremony, Ms Nare Smbatyan told her story and her plans for the
future.

MIGRATION
Visit of the delegation
of the Republic
of Tajikistan

From 16 to 21 July 2018, the Armenian Found for Sustainable Development hosted the
delegation of representatives of the Migration, Labor and Migration Departments of
Tajikistan. During the study visit, a number of meetings were held with representatives of various State structures of the Republic of Armenia and international NGOs in
the field of migration.
The members of the delegation paid particular attention to the different types of
assistance for returning migrants in Armenia and the process of their reintegration.
The purpose of the visit was not only to strengthen cooperation ties between the two
countries, but also to exchange experience and share best practices in migration.
Armenian representatives of various state structures have also been interested in
migration flows to Russia and the regulation of travel bans, as Tajikistan has shown a
successful example in this respect.

EDUCATION
Inclusion through art

For the fourth consecutive year the Armenian Fund For Sustainable Development has
implemented a project that contributes to the integration of students through art.
The aim is to promote the inclusion of art school children from various vulnerable
families into the educational and cultural process of Ghazaros Saryan school of art in
the Yerevan City by enabling their self-expression and development possibilities.
Yerevan Art School was founded in 1971. In 2001 the school was renamed after Ghazaros Saryan. At present 1023 children learn at the art school.
It has departments of music, vocal, dance, theatre, choir, fine arts and painting. Since
its establishment the school has had many famous graduates.
The project intends to foster the inclusion of art school children from various vulnerable families, such as Armenians from Syria, children without one or both parents,
socially insecure families, gifted children, children with disabilities, from large families,
children of the RA Military forces officer, as well as those children who play at very
rare musical instruments.
In 2018, the project helped 75 students of the Art School.

EDUCATION
French classroom

The Armenian Fund For Sustainabele Developent with the "Stepan Gishyan" Charitable Foundation has opened a class dedicated to the learning of the French language
at the No. 11 school in the city of Hrazdan, Kotayk region.
As part of the project a special class has been equipped with new information technologies and a rich French library.
A specialist of French specially recruited by the Armenian Found for Sustainable
Development animates the extracurricular activities of the students.
More than 300 students attend extra-curricular classes in the French language.

FRANCOPHONIE
The French Rooster

The French Rooster is a contest created by the Armenian Fund For Sustainable Development in 2017 in partnership with the Armenian Association of Social Assistance
(www.aaas.fr) for students from IV to XII classes of public schools of the city Yerevan.
In 2018, more than 1000 students participated in this contest.
The competition took place in two stages, the first stage in the participating schools
and the second, for the finalists, at the UFAR.
There are 5 age categories for participants (4th-5th, 6th-7th, 8th-9th, 10th-11th, and
12th classes) with 3 winners for each category occupying the first, second, and third
place respectively.
The first stage of the competition takes place in all participating schools at a fixed
time and under the supervision of previously selected and trained volunteer students.
The contest is in the form of multiple choice questions.
This year the Aznavour center has generously hosted the awards ceremony at its
premises.

FRANCOPHONIE
Writing Contest

For the first time in 2018, the AF4SD organized a writing competition for middle and
high school students on the subject of "The strength of Francophonie". To enter the
contest, it was sufficient to send his/her request by email to the AF4SD.
Contestants organized by the AF4SD come from the 45 Yerevan schools where French
is taught.

FRANCOPHONIE
French club

During the months of March and April, the AF4SD organizes francophone clubs in the
premises of the Foundation for lovers of the French language. These are debates
organized for Francophiles previously registered around current topics. These clubs
allow lovers of the French language to meet new people and practice French in a
friendly and relaxed atmosphere.
8 meetings took place during the months of March and April 2018.

FRANCOPHONIE
French films
screening

For the second consecutive year, the AF4SD is organizing French-language film
screenings in the public schools of the Yerevan city.
A specially recruited facilitator organizes the screening in schools that have applied to
the foundation. At the end of the film a discussion is launched in order to enrich the
vocabulary of the pupils with the newly learned words and expressions.
Students and their teachers have the choice between animation, documentary or
educational films. The list of films is subject to validation by the Ministry of Education
of Armenia.
Six schools in Yerevan city had the opportunity to enjoy film screenings during the
months of March and April 2018.

FRANCOPHONIE
The Magic of
Francophonie

To close the events of the months of the Francophonie in Armenia, the AF4SD in partnership with the AAAS and Boghossian Gardens organized for all the lovers of the
French language the festival "The Magic of Francophonie" in the Lovers park on July
4th, 2018.
The festival was an opportunity to bring together all the participants of our previous
competitions. Thus, several activities were organized during the festival: giant coloring for children, exhibition and competition of plastic art "France in my imagination",
concert of classical music given by the students of Gh.Saryan Art School who are also
beneficiaries of the Foundation.
Sem Jonathan Lacote, French Ambassador to Armenia and Mr Alain TOUHADIAN, the
President of the Board of Trustees of the Foundation solemnly opened the festivities.
A release of symbolic balloons closed the festival.

FRANCOPHONIE
Quebec in the spotlight

On October 12, 2018, as part of the XVII Francophonie Summit, the Armenian Fund For
Sustainable Development had the pleasure of welcoming the Government of Quebec
represented by Mrs. Maud-Andrée Lefebvre, Director of Francophonie and International Solidarity at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. International Relations and Francophonie, Mr. Frederic Dufour, Chargé de Mission of the Government of Quebec, Mr.
Stéphane Carrier, Deputy Director General of LOJIQ, Mrs. Marlie Bélanger, International Affairs Advisor and Wüna, graffiti artist.
It was a great opportunity to discover the works of Quebec artist Wüna, which were
generously donated to the Armenian Fund For Sustainable Development and to No. 56
School in Yerevan.

FRANCOPHONIE
New library

The library of the AFS4D has been enriched with the legal and economic books generously offered by the famous CUJAS Interuniversity Library (Paris, France).
Now 325 economic and legal books are available to students for free consultation.
The list of books is available on the Foundation's Website and the Facebook page.

ENVIRONMENT
Clean Sevan

In order to ensure the sustainability of the "Clean Sevan" project, the AF4SD continued its 2018 visitor awareness visits to the public beaches of Lake Sevan.
Project volunteers distributed specially designed paper ashtrays to users explaining
the importance of the cleanliness of our environment.
It is worth noting that in the framework of the project "Clean Sevan" the Foundation
had installed many metal panels to educate holidaymakers about the environment.
These signs are mainly found in busy areas. Large panels are installed respectively at
the entrance of each of the 7 beaches.
In July 2017 the Foundation delivered to the national park "Sevan" 158 bins.
Twenty cleaners were recruited to keep the beaches clean.
The "Clean Sevan" project was funded by the Veolia Foundation.

VULNERABLE
PEOPLE
The transformation of the
educational complex N ° 1
of the city of Yerevan into
Resource Center

This project started in November 2018 was implemented with the funding of the St
Sarkis Charitable Foundation and AAAS.
The project aimed to promote the rights of children with behavioral problems and
social problems while reducing the number of children attending the Special Education Complex.
As part of this project, the AF4SD collaborates closely with the Ministry of National
Education of Armenia.
The AF4SD began the in-depth study of the students' personal files in order to establish the flaws in the admission procedure, the reasons for extending their stay in the
educational complex as well as the possibilities of returning to families.
A working group has been formed by the Ministry to decide on the status and utility
of this complex.

VULNERABLE
PEOPLE
DEAF.AM

In 2012, the AF4SD created a unique website with its online dictionary page, where
you can find more than 2200 words with videos. In 2018, 123 videos were created,
filmed, edited and presented by the deaf youngsters.
380 video articles are interpreted in Armenian sign language, edited and shared via a
web source.
This site is a real resource for people who are deaf and hard of hearing, for the specialists who work with them, their family members and the general public.
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